
The Message of Titus 
Titus 1:1–3:15 

Main Theme of Titus: 

Teach sound doctrine that accords with 
godliness. 

• Paul is an apostle for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and 
their knowledge  of the truth , which accords with 
godliness  (1:1). 

• Elders must have sound doctrine  and live lives that 
reflect  it (1:5–9). 

• False teachers do not have sound doctrine ; nor do 
they live godly lives (1:10–15). 

• Titus is to teach  people godly living  that accords 
with sound doctrine  (2:1–10). 

• Titus is to declare  these things (sound doctrine) (2:15). 

• Titus is to remind  people to live godly lives  (3:1–2). 

• Titus is to insist  on the things that make up sound 
doctrine so that believers will devote themselves to good  
works  (3:8). 

• Paul calls the Christians in Crete to devote  themselves to 
good works (3:14). 

Application: 

• Sound doctrine  and godliness  go hand in 
hand. 

• Pastors/elders must teach and model  sound doctrine. 
• Doctrine matters  for every  moment  of our lives. 
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Sub themes: 

1. The gospel  grounds godliness . 

• We don’t live godly lives to earn  God’s grace; we live 
godly lives because God’s grace has already come  to 
us, bringing salvation (2:11). 

• God’s grace trains  us to live godly lives (2:12). 

• Christ saved us not because of works but according to 
his mercy  (3:5). 

2. Godliness  glorifies  God. 
• Godly lives  put the gospel and its 

power  on display for all to see. 
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