
The Resurrection according to Jesus: 
Jesus’ Prophecies in Matthew 
Matthew 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; 26:32 

I. On the Third Day Matthew 16:21; 17:23; 20:19 

A. Is it the Third Day? Cf. Matthew 12:40 
1. Traditional view is Friday evening  to Sunday morning. 
2. How should we understand “three days and three nights”? 

Gen 42:17-18; 1 Sam 30:12-13; 1 Kgs 20:29; 2 Chr 10:5, 12; Job 2:13 
B. Why three days? 

1. To demonstrate He truly died . Mark 14:43-45; John 19:31-35 
2. To ensure He would not decay . Acts 2:27, 31; 13:37 
3. To follow the pattern  of creation . Gen 1:31—2:3 

II. He Will Be Raised Matthew 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; 26:32 
A. Does Jesus raise Himself? Cf. John 2:19 

1. We do not find anywhere, “Jesus raised Himself .” 
2. Elsewhere in the NT, God  raised Jesus. Acts 2:24, 32; 3:15, 

26; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30-37; 17:31; Rom 4:24; 8:11; 10:9; etc. 
B. Why is it “be raised”? 

1. The Resurrection defeats Death . 1 Cor 15:26; 53-56 
2. The Resurrection declares God’s curse  satisfied. Gen 2:17 

III. I Will Go before You to Galilee Matthew 26:32 
A. Why go before? 

1. The disciples are in Jerusalem . Cf. Matt 21:10 
2. Jesus is their leader . 
3. Jesus is their Shepherd . Matt 26:31; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 5:4 

B. Why go to Galilee? 
1. This will not be His conquest . Acts 1:11-12; Zech 14:1-4 
2. Jesus’ ministry  was centered there. Matt 4:23 
3. Jesus’ disciples  were from there. Matt 4:18; 26:69 
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Matthew 16:21 
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

Matthew 17:22-23 
22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son 

of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, 23 and they 
will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were 
greatly distressed. 

Matthew 20:18-19 
18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will 

be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will 
condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third 
day.” 

Matthew 26:31-32 
31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me 

this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of 
the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will go before 
you to Galilee.” 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 




